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SUBMISSION TO THE IFI CORPORATE PLAN 2010-2014

By TROUT ANGLING FEDERATION OF IRELAND (TAFI)

ACCESS TO FISHERIES

Access to fisheries for our members where a right has been exercised over a number of years is of the utmost importance to TAFI and these rights must not be interfered with in any way.

MANAGEMENT OF WATERS

There are many management issues that affect angling clubs in Ireland both locally and nationally. One blanket management policy for the country will not help resolve these issues, which need to be handled on a district by district basis.

LEASING/RENTAL OF WATERS

The leasing/rental of waters to bonafide angling clubs should continue and the practice of setting up clubs/syndicates for the purpose of obtaining waters and the leasing to the highest bidder must cease immediately in favour of the sitting local tenant/clubs.

CATCHMENT MANAGEMENT

As we have seen in recent years in both Kerry and Donegal this is an issue that anglers are very wary of and a new and more holistic approach to any new catchment management plan must have agreement from anglers/clubs before it is pursued. As for stakeholders being appointed by the state as was done in Killarney, this practice must stop in favour of each organisation nominating their own individuals for inclusion in any process.

FISH STOCKS

Hatcheries are a great help to recovering stocks and the closure of club run schemes by the state must cease immediately. A lot of money has been invested in restocking programmes by angling clubs and this work should continue in conjunction with IFI expertise and funding. Angling clubs manage their local waters very well and the granting of long-term lease agreements to these local clubs by the state must be implemented forthwith. 

YOUTH ANGLING POLICY

Youth angling is in decline all over the country within all the colleges of angling and IFI must put a national programme in place and support all youth initiatives under taken by TAFI for its members.

FISHERIES PROTECTION

Game fish stocks nationally are under pressure due to a number of factors, illegal fishing topping the list and more time and budget needs to be allocated to combat this problem both in fresh and estuarine saltwater. TAFI request the setting up of a 24-hour hotline 
which will give anglers the opportunity to contact the relevant authorities should a problem arise and we would like to see a more inclusive role for our club waterkeepers in cooperation with the IFI fishery protection staff. 

REGIONAL ADVISORY COMMITEES

TAFI would like to see their representative on the regional committees working constructively in conjunction with the other stakeholders but we need our views and opinions taken seriously not ignored like they were in previous forums and committees. Any decision being taken by the board of IFI which affects our members should be put to the regional committees for discussion before implementation takes place. TAFI requests proper recognition as the largest angling representative body in Ireland from the IFI and must be consulted on any matters pertaining to angling or anglers.

INVASIVE SPECIES 

In recent years the appearance of invasive flora and fauna in our waters has been of great concern to TAFI. We feel that a national preventative education programme on these matters is of great importance to any future infestation and that IFI should put a scientific committee in place to look at ways of eliminating and preventing the introduction of future alien species to our waters. The indiscriminate movement of boats and engines from one lake to another, aids in the spreading of alien plants and tighter controls on boat movement are needed to eliminate this threat.

BIODIVERSITY/BIOSECURITY 

Forestry’s in the past have had a negative impact on our waters and fish stocks and proper controls need to be put in place to eliminate this threat. Riverbed and bank management is of vital importance to TAFI and again proper controls need to be put in place re silt abstraction, erosion and farming practice near watercourses. The protection of our fish habitats is vital for the future survival of fish stocks and strict controls and practises need to be put in place to insure a clean healthy habitat for fish to thrive. 
