
Ulster Stillwater Bank Flyfishing Championship 2012/13 
 
 
Woodford Fly Fishery, Carrickfergus hosted the T.A.F.I. Ulster Stillwater Bank Fly-Fishing 
Championships. T.A.F.I. are the official governing body for trout angling in Ireland; they also select 
the current fly fishing teams who compete in the World and European fly-fishing championships at 
both senior and junior level. The aim of these championships was to qualify the top six competitors as 
a team to represent Ulster at the Inter-Provincial Bank Fly-Fishing Final. The top six anglers from the 
Inter-Provincial Final will represent Ireland at the International Stillwater Bank Fly-Fishing 
Championships against England, Scotland and Wales. 
 
Format for the Ulster Championships would be total catch and release, fishing barbless flies with each 
fish being measured, recorded and released unharmed by an adjudicator. The winners would have the 
longest accumulative length of fish. Each competitor drew their initial starting peg and moved 6 pegs 
on the hour mark, taking them around the whole of the lake. The lake had been fishing well in the run 
up to the competition with buzzers, nymphs and dry flies producing good returns but a serious drop in 
temperature meant that conditions on the day were less than favourable with a strengthening cold 
westerly wind blowing in on the lower peg numbers, making it quite difficult to cast.   
 
Fishing got off to a slow start with only 1 fish being banked in the fist 10 minutes, falling to the lure’s 
fished by last years Champion Darren Haggan, quickly followed by a 2nd and a 3rd. Most of the 
anglers on the lower numbered pegs switched to fast sinking lines and lures to help aid casting into 
the wind, which produced a nice fish of 10lb plus for Newtownabbey angler Kenny Ferguson. Brian 
Kerr and Huw Morris both got off to a good start banking 2 fish each on nymph’s in the 1st hour.  It 
took Swatragh angler Ciaran Mellon until his 3rd peg before he banked his 1st fish, having lost 5 fish 
at his previous pegs; he went on to lift 3 fish out of the same peg. Young Harry McAteer Jr, caught 
fish from his first 4 pegs but couldn’t get a fish from his fifth, good consistent angling from the young 
International.   
 
For the second year running Eden angler Darren Haggan was crowned Ulster Stillwater Bank 
Champion, a great performance from Darren. 
 
Results: 
1st Darren Haggan 6 fish for 5,440 points 
2nd Gareth Morris, 5 fish 4960pts;  
3rd Brian Kerr, 5 fish 4380pts;  
4th Huw Morris, 5 fish 4340pts;  
5th Harry McAteer Jr, 5 fish 4100pts;  
6th Ciaran Mellon, 4 fish 3440pts;  
7th Campbell Baird, 2 fish 1660pts (39cm);  
8th Jonny Hoad, 2 fish 1660pts (38cm);  
9th Mark Carlisle, 2 fish 1580pts;  
10th Jim Fleming, 2 fish 1540pts;  
11th Joe Hughes, 2 fish 1520pts;  
12th Kenny Ferguson, 1 fish 1,100pts. 
 
Congratulations to everyone that took part and good luck at the Inter-Pro to the top 6 who made the 
Ulster Team for 2013 and 7th place who made the reserve spot.  The Woodford Anglers have been 
very honoured to host this heat of the Ulster Stillwater Bank Fly-Fishing Championships. 
 


